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What is claimed is: 

\l . A method of distributing data for use in a catalog, comprising: 
\ capturing product data for a product according to a data model, the data model 
hawng one or more classes, each one of the one or more classes being defined by one 
or mcDre categories, each of the one or more categories being defined by an attribute 
group having one or more attributes; 

storing the product data, wherein the stored product data is suitable for use in 
an electronic catalog; and 

distributing the product data. 

2. A method of maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, 
comprising: \ 

receiving a Vustomer product portfolio file; 

mapping the customer product portfolio file to the system product data file 
such that each product mat is not in the system product data file is identified; 

capturing data forvthe product that is not in the system product data file; and 
adding the captured data for the product to the system product data file. 

3. \ The method as recited in claim 2, fiirther including: 

\ generating component data for the product fi-om the system product data file, 
whereiri the component data includes at least one of a product description, technical 
specificaru)ns, a marketing description, an image, and a URL associated with the 
product. \ 

4. The memod as recited in claim 3, wherein technical specifications comprises 
at least one of mam technical specifications and extended technical specifications. 

5. The method as incited in claim 3, fiirther including: 

generating enricnfed product data fi-om the system product data file according 
to a customer profile; and \ 

transmitting the enricnied product data. 
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6. \ The method as recited in claim 5, wherein the steps of generating enriched 
prodkict data and transmitting the enriched product data are performed simuUaneously 
with me steps of capturing data, adding the captured data, and generating component 
data. \ 

7. TBie method as recited in claim 2, wherein the customer product portfolio file 
includes: \ 

a manufacturer SKU associated with a product; 
a custWier SKU assigned by a customer to the product; 
a manuMcturer identifier for the product that identifies a manufacturer of the 
product; and \ 

a product description describing the product. 

8. The method as recited in claim 3, further including: 

retrieving a component definition associated with the component data, the 
component definition having a section header, a line header, and a Une body 
definition that defines contents and format for a line body which describes the line 
header; \ 

obtaining the contemts of the line body fi"om the system product data file and 
firom literals provided in thelline body definition; and 

providing the sectionuieader, the line header, and the line body. 

9. The method as recited iVi claim 8, fiirther including: 

classifying the product in one of a plurality of categories, each of the 
categories having at least one attmbute group that identifies one or more attributes, 
each of the attributes being associated with one or more values; 

wherein the line header idemtifies an attribute group associated with the 
product, \ 

10. The method as recited in claini 3, further including: 
classifying the product according to a data model; 

extracting information specifiedVby a component definition fi-om the system 
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product cmta file and the data model; and 

building a component descriptor from the extracted information and the 
componenAdefinition. 

11, The method as recited in claim 10, further including: 
provifling the component descriptor in response to a catalog query. 

12. The memod as recited in claim 10, further including: 
storing tme component descriptor in a file. 

k3. A method of maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, 
conjprising: 

receiving a customer product portfolio file that identifies products for which 
data is\equested; 

apping the customer product portfolio file to the system product data file 
such that e2ich product that is not in the system product data file is identified; 

generating enriched product data from the system product data file according 
to a customer Wofile; and 

transmitting the enriched product data. 

14. \ The method as recited in claim 13, wherein the customer profile identifies at 
least We customer, and wherein generating enriched product data from the system 
produc^ data file according to the customer profile includes: 

)taining a system record associated with a customer from the system product 
data file; \nd 

genSff'ating a product header for the system record, the product header 
including a customer SKU associated with the system record. 

15. The metHod as recited in claim 14, wherein the product header further 
includes a system SKU that identifies a product associated with the system record and 
a category identifienthat identifies a category in which the product is classified. 

16. The method as recited in claim 14, wherein the product header further 
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Sncludes at least one of a manufacturer product description that describes standard 
fea<hires of the product, a product hne associated with the product, and a model 

17. Tfte method as recited in claim 14, wherein the customer profile further 
includes customer searchable attribute preferences corresponding to each customer, 
the customer searchable attribute preferences specifying attributes for which values 
are to be transmuted, the method further including: 

obtaining ^tribute values for the specified attributes from the system record. 

18. The method a^ecited in claim 17, further including: 
producing the cimomer searchable attribute preferences. 

19. The method as recitSd in claim 14, further including: 

producing a list of relJUed products associated with the system record. 

20. The method as recited inVlaim 19, wherein the list of related products 
includes the customer SKU associJUed with the system record and a customer SKU 
for each of the related products. \ 

21. A method of maintaining catalog data stored in a system product data file, 
comprising: \ 

receiving a customer product portralio file that identifies products for which 
data is requested, the customer product porttolio file including a manufacturer SKU 
associated with each product, a customer SKW associated with the product, a 
manufacturer identifier identifying a manufactvurer of the product, and a product 
description describing the product; and \ 

mapping the customer product portfolio fire to the system product data file 
such that each product that is not in the system prodVict data file is identified. 

22. The method as recited in claim 21, wherein mapming the customer product 
portfolio file includes: \ 

ascertaining whether the manufactxirer identified m the customer product 
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portfolio file is new, the manufacturer being a new manufacturer if the manufacturer 
is identified in the system product data file; and 

\ if the manufacturer is new, assigning a manufacturer identifier to the new 
manufacturer such that the manufactiurer identifier is stored in the system product data 
file. \ 

23. The mVthod as recited in claim 21, wherein mapping the customer product 
portfolio file includes: 

determining whether the customer SKU in the customer product portfolio file 
is new, the customeXsKU being new if the customer SKU is not identified in the 
system product data fue; and 

if the customer ^KJJ is new, creating a new system SKU such that the new 
system SKU is mapped in\he system product data file to the customer SKU. 

24. The method as recited ik claim 23, fiirther including: 

classifying the new systenkSKU according to a data model, the data model 
including one or more classes, eachVf the one or more classes including one or more 
categories. \ 

25. The method as recited in claim 23\further including: 
determining whether the customer SKJJ is invalid; and 
reporting the customer SKU if it is determined to be invalid. 

26. A method of querying a catalog database,\he catalog database including 
product data for one or more products, each of the products being classified in at least 
one of a plurality of categories, the product data for eV:h product including a set of 
attributes corresponding to the category within which th^ product is classified, each of 
the attributes having at least one attribute value, the metntod comprising: 

accepting a selection of at least one of the set of attributes corresponding to 
one of the plurality of categories; \ 

accepting a selection of products within the one of the plurality of categories; 

obtaining one or more attribute values corresponding to me selected attributes 
for each of the selected products fi:-om the catalog database; and \ 
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displaying the obtained attribute values for the selected products.. 

27. The method as recited in claim 26, where displaying the obtained attribute 
values for tha selected products includes assigning normalized numeric values to the 
obtained attribute values. 

^8. A method of querying a catalog database including data for one or more 
products classified according to a data model, the method comprising: 

\ accepting a user query specifying a product and a component to be retrieved, 
the component being at least one of a product description, technical specifications, a 
marketing description, an image, and a URL associated with the product; 

obtaining a component definition associated with the component; 
extractingMnformation specified by the component definition fi*om the catalog 
database ana the data model; and 

buildmg a component descriptor fi-om the extracted information and the 
component definition. 
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